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the Countess his consort. Bonne de Bourbon, at the head
of his state and ordained that she should receive all revenues
due to him during his absence on crusade against Saracens,
Turks and other infidels.1 As to the immediate financing
of the expedition, the Count could hardly rely upon his
own resources. His mint produced only the meagre sum of
778 Venetian gold ducats every year in ready money and
he could wait no longer for the funds due from the papal
grants to accumulate. So he came to an agreement with the
bankers of Lyons, whereby he received the advance sum
of 10,000 florins in exchange for his concessions from the
Church.2 This and the Count's own revenue, added
together, were obviously but a meagre contribution towards
the fulfilment of a 'passagium generale' or even of a smaller
campaign in the Orient. Yet Amedeo, in his eagerness to
carry out his solemn vow, used whatever money he was
able to acquire in the hiring of troops and the equipment
of galleys and transport vessels for their conveyance. Like
most of the crusading armies of the time, Amedeo's followers
were composed of motley groups of fighters with varied
motives. First came his nobles and vassals who were
bound by medieval custom to serve and support him*
Others were genuine crusaders whose chief concern was.
the defence of a holy cause and the glory of the Catholic
faith. Many, too, must have enlisted in search of adven-
ture in distant fields and strange lands. The bulk of the
Count's money was, however, spent on paid mercenaries
hired for a fixed term. Last but not least, we must remem-
ber that the temporary stoppage of the Hundred Years'
War after the treaty of Br^tigny (1360) threw a consider-
able multitude of Englishmen and Frenchmen whose sole
vocation was warfare into a state of idleness, incompatible
with their warlike temper and their thirst for booty. These
must have roamed hither and thither offering their services
to the fighting princes, in whom Italy more than most
countries abounded in the fourteenth century. Amedeo's
crusade undoubtedly gave them a golden opportunity
which they seized, and so they joined him on his Eastern
1 Bolkti di Saint-Pierre, doc. I, 329-33, and II, 334~5-
2 Datta, 40-3; DelaviHe Le Rouk, I.e.